PASSPORT RENEWAL 
Renewing Your U.S. Passport – U.S. passports expire every ten years, and the U.S. doesn’t like you beginning travel anytime within six months of its expiration. If you reside exclusively in Costa Rica, your passport must be renewed online through the U.S. Embassy in Costa Rica.
Our family and another QPG subscriber recently experienced having to go through the passport renewal process. Completing form DS-82 is done online and one would think the entire ordeal would be pretty straightforward, and one would be wrong. We found the instructions a bit confusing to implement (in particular, the online payment to Pay.gov) and the payment explanation is a tad incomplete. Follow along here and it should be quite a bit simpler and save you some time and grief.
When you get through getting your new color 2”x2” photo, completing and printing out the online passport renewal of Form DS-82, carefully following the forms instruction for stapling the new photo to the form, paying online (until and if a payment glitch is corrected, online payment will require going to the web location "Overseas U.S. Adult Passport Renewal Fee" DO NOT attempt to get here from the PAY.gov website. Instead, USE THIS URL: https://www.pay.gov/public/form/start/1156527186. Print out the payment receipt and include it with the DS-82, and your current passport. Correos de Costa Rica does have a package deal (as is indicated online) for sending the package certified mail to the embassy and the return of your new passport with your old one to the address you specify for a bit over 8-mil colones. (It is still unclear whether a self-addressed return envelope is required or not – we included one.) Your new passport (and old one) will be returned to the return address you give on the form in about six weeks or less. If the return address is your Apartado Postal, don’t expect to be notified. You’ll just have to start checking your P.O. box in about a month.   
                                                                                                                                     Don Davis, Editor, Quepasagrecia  
Link to pay:
Pay.gov - Overseas U.S. Adult Passport Renewal Fee
Link for online application:
https://cr.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizens-services-navigator/

STEP BY STEP:
Fill out the application online.  Print out application.  And sign.
Get a picture made in Grecia at a photography shop.  Staple one picture to the form.
Print out the payment receipt.
Take the 2 documents PLUS your old passport to the Grecia post office and tell them it is a US passport application.  They have an envelope and know the address.  Pay in cash for the post office part. 
