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2022 Update #10

What’s New in Que Pasa Grecia

Not much has been added since the last update, but we have
been informed that the Red Door ceviche restaurant in its
newest location has closed. Not to despair, the owner wants to
re-emerge in a smaller mostly take-out format, much like his
first location across from the hospital. Don’t forget to check
out one or more of the several artisan craft fairs taking place
before Christmas in Grecia and Sarchi.

Thank you to everyone who has already responded to our
suggestion to make a contribution to one of the area’s very
worthy causes. It’s never too late, however. If you have not
been there yet, head to the Que Pasa Grecia website
“Contributions” page and check out a cause that appeals to
your giving nature.
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CCSS/CAJA Payments - Reclassification Canceled

Good news. Thanks to the efforts of Outlier Legal Services and
other lawyers serving ex-pat’s residency applications, Costa
Rica has amended a 2021 law. This modification will now
reduce the large monthly CAJA health insurance increases to
expats and negate the social security retirement payments
previously implemented beginning this past March by
CCSS/CAJA. The reversion to pre-March rates will have a
positive impact on both new residency applicants and
residents who faced reclassification due to a change in their
status (i.e. from temporary to permanent resident or recently
divorced or widowed). Its implementation will be retroactive
and all adversely impacted will have their payments revert to
pre-March rates. (If you have been adversely impacted,
contact your residency legal entity for instructions or
assistance in making certain that you get re-established at the
lower rates. Also, check on overpayment rebates, as refunds
would seem to be due to you.) Heads Up: we have just been
informed that as of publication, the rank and file CCSS/CAJA
workers have not yet gotten word of the change, and
activation of your reduced rate and refund is not yet being
processed by your “friendly, local customer servant.”

Costa Rica was obviously influenced by a significant drop in
residency applications as well as a large number of residency
abandonments. It seems that sometimes reason (and a
significant loss of current and future expat resident economic
contribution) outweighs the greed and authoritarian stance of
a seemingly rogue segment of government.

Unfortunately, those of us transitioning from resident to Costa
Rica citizen will not benefit from this decision. The prospect of
the significant additional annual cost to make this transition
caused your editor and his wife to abandon our citizenship
applications.

Enjoy the Roads We’ve Got

The current administration has just announced that the
extension of Ruta 27 to Caldera and the widening and
improvements to Ruta 1, the Pan-American Highway/Juan
Bernardo Soto, from San Jose to San Ramon will fall to the
next Costa Rica president and his administration. And, already
three years behind its original completion date, who knows if
and when the far-from-finished Ruta 32 running from San
Jose to Limon will ever be completed. With apologies to Cher,
“And the beat goes on, and on...” One word comes to mind:
“unbelievable.”    

El Verano and Respiratory Ailments

Thankfully, el verano (summer) has finally arrived. However,
persistent respiratory ailments, including COVID, are still
hanging around. RSVs, bronchitis and COVID are impacting
both the young and old of Costa Rica. Hospitals have more

Alex Reyes Montoya and
his wife Rebe Salazar

Treat yourself to an
overnight stay at magical
Villas Escondidas, a real
gem right here in Puente
Piedra district of Grecia!
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beds filled than normal and several of our subscribers have
recently suffered from bronchial infections or COVID. Age
vulnerability combined with the fact that COVID-Omicron
vaccines are unavailable here has caused your editor to
continue to wear a mask indoors in public places. 

If you have previously had pneumonia or have potential
vulnerability to other respiratory conditions, you should always
get your annual flu vaccine and look into getting an anti-
pneumonia vaccine, such as Prevenar 13.

Happy Holidays and a Prosperous 2023

Whether you celebrate a traditional spiritual year-end holiday,
just celebrate without regard to religious significance or don’t
celebrate at all, the all-volunteer staff of Que Pasa Grecia
wishes you and yours the very best and hopes you experience
a fruitful, happy and healthy 2023.

We also trust that you have found value from the changes to
our editorial focus and the increased frequency of our email
updates. We see that our subscriber base has grown since
these changes were implemented and that’s always a good
indicator that we’re headed in the right direction.

If you have a comment or idea that you feel may benefit our
subscriber base, please feel free to drop your editor an email:
editorqpg@gmail.com.  

“Encontrar tu media naranja”

Literal meaning: to find your half orange.

Meaning: to find the love of your life.

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing contributions.
Isabel teaches Spanish and does translations.
Find out more about Isabel on the QuePasaGrecia website.

Have a “happy,” and we’ll be in touch in 2023,

D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

Contact us at: editorqpg@gmail.com
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