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Making Que Pasa Grecia Relevant for You 

Many thanks to all who replied. You responded big time 
to our request for input about how to be more relevant 
to you, our readers. Here’s what we discovered:

Many more of our subscribers are recent 
arrivals, are contemplating moving here  or 
reside outside of our traditional coverage area;

People find our editorial updates of great value 
and wish for greater frequency;

Suscribers use our Property For Sale / For Rent 
more than we knew;

Que Pasa offers articles on
local places to go, helpful

how-to's, and general
observations of life in the

Grecia/Sarchi area.
Click on the photo to visit

our site!

New referral for B&B
Garden Grecia
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Other online sites provide better access to daily 
news and Items For Sale than we can. 

We received a big dose of “we can’t be all things to all 
people.” So, here is our commitment on how we are 
going to modify what we will do to make Que Pasa 
Grecia more useful for you:

We’ll provide more frequent Updates—say about 
every three weeks—focusing on national and 
local information that subscribers will find 
important or useful. 

We’ll expand what and where we cover to a bit 
further outside of the cantons of Grecia, Sarchi 
and Naranjo, including "Upcoming Events," 
"Things to Do." "Property For Sale/For Rent," and 
subscriber "Recommendations" (restaurants, 
businesses and services). 

And, we’ll strive to make sure the information and 
listings are as current as possible; We will focus 
more attention on our “Link” section where 
readers are directed to sites with more 
information about topics related to living in Costa 
Rica.   

What’s New in Que Pasa Grecia

All of the "Property For Sale" listings have been 
updated and are current. There’s a new rental listing. 
We also have added items and updated some "Items 
For Sale" listings. In addition, we have a new B&B 
recommendation and we’ve added a medical clinic, a 
vet and a yarn shop. Also, look for a standalone “Links” 
category at the top of the homepage and COVID info 
can now be found in the medical section. 

If you haven’t seen “Beyond van Gogh” at the Pedregal 
Exhibition Center in Belen, it’s worth making 
reservations and going as the curtain comes down on 
this amazing bit of immersive visual art on 21 August. 
Log in to Eticket for reservations. 

Chaves’ 1st 100 Days 

In his 100-days-in-office speech to the nation, 
President Chaves made known his desire to sell the 
assets of Banco de Costa Rica (BCR) and Costa Rica’s 
Banco Internacional (BICSA), and to sell up to 49% of 
INS (the state insurance company) all of which are 
nationalized entities, in order to pay off some of the 
country’s national debt. The President also said that 
completion of Ruta 32; expansion of toll road, Ruta 27; 
and the San Carlos road project are priorities. (I think, 
the postponed expansion of Ruta 1 from San Jose to 

Jim Lewis Rock Sculpture
in Marketplace of Talent

Voelker art at Arte Latte

Security cameras for sale

Still getting the benefit of
the doubt ... for now
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San Ramon should be added to his list.) Oh BTW, he 
has also proposed to legalize recreational marijuana. 
There is no guarantee that any of these proposals will 
become law as they must gain 39 of the 57 votes in the 
National Council of Deputies.

In addition, Chaves made good on his attempt to bring 
down drug prices by signing such a decree recently. 
(My contact, the head pharmacist at a private hospital 
here, thinks success will depend on the government’s 
negotiating skills, but that the effort will eventually be 
successful.)  

Costa Rica Plus and Minus

Recent news that may influence your perspectives in 
the next 12 months. On the plus side, Costa Rica has 

been ranked 31st in the strongest passports globally; 
meaning C.R. citizens can travel to about 150 countries 
without a visa. A couple of minuses to balance that out: 
inflation in Costa Rica is currently running over 11% 
annually; and partly because of that plus COVID after-
effects, the poverty level in Costa Rica this year is 
expected to exceed 33% of the population with even 
middle income families cutting back on their more-
expensive, high-end food purchases.

The Costa Rica Transportation Infrastructure

Those of us that live here will not be surprised about 
the roads and the state of commuting in Costa Rica. 
However, our wide-eyed understanding was given 
credence when the IMF (International Monetary Fund) 
recently ranked the road infrastructure of 165 nations. 
Costa Rica ranked in the bottom 20 and the worst in 
Central America. This ranking was based on the 
average kilometers per hour (KPH) of an 80km drive 
within each country. Costa Rica averaged just 55KPH 
(about 34MPH).  Don’t expect this to improve anytime 
soon. After the halt in projects and repairs due to the 
Conavi, MOPT, Solis, Meco, et al scandal, the halt of 
much of the Central Valley’s Ruta 1 expansion project, 
and adding on the damage being done today by the 
heavy rains, the government does not expect to catch 
up improvements and repairs for another decade. At 
the end of a decade, the country will already be 
another ten years behind. Best to continue to plan long 
commute periods in the car and starting a savings fund 
for shock absorber replacement.  

Climate Change in Costa Rica 

Just in 2022, most of the world has experienced 
significant effects from climate change; some of it 
catastrophic—record drought, record heat and record 
flooding resulting in death and destruction that have 
been headlining recent news. 

In our neck of Costa Rica, we have had record rainfall 
in each of the first four months of our Green Season. 
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Total local rainfall April through July has been 233cm 
(over 91 ½”) and we have the two traditionally wettest 
months, September and October, still ahead of us. To 
date, we’ve been lucky that the country has 
experienced only modest flooding and landslides as a 
result of the rain. Still please be prepared for more 
severe effects as the ground becomes more saturated. 
(And, don’t forget your umbrella.) 

“No tener ni pies ni cabeza”

Literal translation: without feet or a head

Meaning: to make no sense

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing 
contributions. Isabel teaches Spanish and does 
translations. Find out more about Isabel on the 
QuePasaGrecia website.

Be careful out there,
D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

Contact us at: editorqpg@gmail.com
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