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What’s New in Que Pasa Grecia

There’s a new listing for a home for sale in El Cajon de Grecia and
some new items for sale in our Items for Sale section. We have
added six new subscriber restaurant reviews.There is a new Zoom
support group for partners/caregivers of dementia patients
(Saturdays at 11am); Democrats Abroad has scheduled a meeting
for Thursday, 13 October (no September meeting!). A bit farther
down the calendar and about 3 ½ hour down the road, there’s an
art show on 22 October, in Nuevo Arenal. Also, Artist ‘Donaldo’
Voelker has an ongoing exhibit at Arte Latte. A new
recommendation for passport photos is Nachos in Grecia. While not
a new listing, this resource recommendation is particularly relevant
for anyone with global warming and extreme weather events on
their mind—check out Solaris solar, in Grecia.

In an effort to respond to Que Pasa Grecia readers, we are adding
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listings for activities of note, stores of note, and real estate listings
outside of our traditional geographic coverage. Given this, check
out the recommendation for Barguil upholstery fabrics and supplies
in Alajuela and San Jose (see in Resources under Upholstery
Supplies) and we will also be including some new Property for Sale
listings in Atenas.

201st Year of Independence Celebrated

The official Independence Day was 15 September, but Costa Rica
changed the law a few years ago to make the legal Independence
Day holiday the first Monday after the 15th. The flame has been
carried the 378 km route from the Nicaragua border to Cartago and
the community parades featuring school children are over, but still
left is completion of the three-day weekend ending Monday to
promote local beach tourism. (Government offices, banks and most
businesses will be closed on Monday, and it’s best not to find
yourself on Ruta 27 on Monday afternoon as the toll-road leading
into the Central Valley from the Pacific will be closed in the
westbound direction.)

September 30 Ends 10-mil Paper Notes

Costa Rica finalizes its transition to “plastic” currency at the end of
September with the last bill, the ten-mil colones note. After
September 30, all paper currency (except the 50-mil bills) will no
longer be accepted for transactions by businesses and individuals.
These paper bills can be deposited at the three national banks (BN,
BCR, and Banco Popular). We have heard that Banco Nacional has
not been exchanging the paper bills for plastic (they must be
deposited). This may be the case for the other two national banks,
as well. So, be on notice.

Grecia Pick Up of Non-Traditional Trash continuing through the end
of September, Grecia will be running its third “non-traditional” trash
pick-up of 2022, which includes just about anything you want to
toss except for construction and green waste. Pick-up dates for
Grecia areas can be found on our Upcoming Events page. Sarchi
does the same over the period of a week. One pick-up for the
canton was done in August and one more canton-wide pick up will
happen before the end of 2022.

President Chaves and the Media

I gained another perspective from a recent discussion with a former
Costa Rica newspaper and TV reporter. This person shed new light
for me on how and what the Costa Rica public gets to hear, see and
read regarding the president and his government. Public opinions of
the citizenry in Costa Rica are formed largely by what a close-knit
cabal of media moguls wants it to believe. In Costa Rica, it is
common for a newspaper reporter from one newspaper to be
assigned to do a TV report and also be told how to cover a story
and which party to paint favorably. Newspaper, radio, and television
media are all owned by a few foreign and national corporations and
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very rich individuals, who regularly dine and socialize together and
are more friends than competitors.

On the other hand, in a recent opinion article in the U.S.
“Washington Post,” a Tico journalist writes that Chaves is following
in the footsteps of Donald Trump by creating enmity with the
media, singling out individual reporters to ridicule, exercising a
vendetta against “La Nacion,” glossing over suggestions of
campaign finance fraud and corruption, and terminating mandatory
COVID vaccinations contrary to medical recommendations—among
other accusations made in the article.      

The bottom line for me: don’t believe everything you see, hear or
read from the major Spanish-language media in Costa Rica or from
the presidential office. Any of it can be highly tainted by what a
very few want you to think and feel.  

Seasonal Local Record Rainfall Likely

Costa Rica’s national weather service has warned of heavier-than-
normal rainfall for the typically heaviest rainfall months: September
and October. Because the ground is already saturated from the
record-setting months of the 2002 Green Season, significant
flooding in the low areas and landslides in the hills can be
expected. Most of us have already seen and experienced some of
this. My best guess, based on what the meteorologists have said
about September and October and the rainfall we have already
received, is that we will exceed 4250mm (14 feet) of total rainfall
by the end of October. This is more than double the national annual
norm. A non-political event, the news is reporting 2022 as having
the most rainfall in country since 1944.

Keep your umbrellas handy and remember that lightning often
accompanies our storms. El rayo can be deadly and at a minimum
expensive to make repairs from damages caused to your electrical
infrastructure and electronics including security systems. Take it
from me, security systems are hard to protect, often overlooked
and quite expensive to repair.

If you haven't added lightning rods at the meter, a master breaker
switch in front of the breaker box, and heavy duty surge
suppressors at outlets in front of all of your electronics and
appliances plus adding Ethernet surge buffers if needed, you
probably haven't done enough. It's a bit of a hassle to unplug
everything at the first sign of lightning in the area, but considering
the time and expense to replace or repair all electric and electronic
items after the storm passes, it's probably worth the effort.

Last minute note: There was a terrible accident on the evening of
17 September on the main Hwy 1 between San Ramon and Esparza
that will be some time in resolving. A major landslide fell across the
highway, taking out a bus and moto (for sure) down a hillside, and
leaving at least 11 people dead and also leaving in doubt the safety
of this major road in general, at least until the end of the rainy
season. The Cruz Roja (CR Red Cross) is there en-force to
assist (along with the bomberos). Cruz Roja is always on the scene
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in any crisis, and they are also always in need of support. If you
want to help, you can visit any BAC bank office to donate. 

Take extra caution when traveling in the next 2 months - there are
small landslides daily with the potential to turn your simple errand
into a much longer ordeal. 

“Dar la vuelta a la tortilla”
Literal translation: to turn the omelet around
Meaning: to turn the situation around

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing contributions.
Isabel teaches Spanish and does translations.
Find out more about Isabel on the QuePasaGrecia website.

Try to tolerate the rain a bit longer,
D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

Splash Saloon hair salon
gets thumbs up. And look!

BAC is right next door. 

Contact us at: editorqpg@gmail.com

unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

QuePasa Grecia, September 2022

4 of 4 1/17/2023, 10:48 AM




