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Que Pasa Grecia
2022 Update #9

What’s New in Que Pasa Grecia

Since the last update, we’ve added a Surround Sound A/V receiver
and a large lightly used dog bed in Items For Sale. Lots of things
happening on our Upcoming Events page including Grecia's
recycling campaign through December; a free concert for organ
and trumpet at the Grecia metal church; holiday artisan fairs in
Santiago de San Ramon and in Grecia at Helenica Park (next to
post office). A Reminder that there are a number of great
artisans listed on our Marketplace page - check them out.

This just in!
Yamaha A/V receiver
with Surround sound
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A special plea for help: Alex Reyes Montoya and his wife were in
a terrible auto accident in September 2020 in San Jose. Both were
injured, but Alex the more severely - he lost both of his arms at just
below the shoulder, and sustained head injuries. Neither have given
up on life, and a new campaign is seeking to raise enough money
for him to get prosthetic limbs; the cost of which is estimated to be
around US$400,000. Alex is beyond incredible in his attitude
towards life. (He learned to swim AFTER he lost his arms.) You can
see their  courageous story on Facebook.  Find information in our
Contributions section on ways to donate.

CCSS/CAJA Payments - Reclassification & Cost Escalation

Costa Rica’s Social Security department, CCSS, in concert with the
independent CAJA (national healthcare system) are in severe
financial difficulty due to years of non-payment of fees and dues by
participating companies and individuals. CCSS and CAJA have been
looking for additional revenue and as a result have come up with a
tricky maneuver that I call “re-classification” and fee escalation. As
part of this move, they no longer carry forward the previous
monthly national health insurance payment when an individual or
couple’s status changes. With a status change (i.e. from tourist to
Costa Rica resident, resident to permanent resident, permanent
resident to citizen, married couple to single status--due to death or
divorce), CCSS/CAJA is now canceling the individual’s previous CAJA
payment based on minimum income.

The old payment amount is canceled and a new payment is re-
calculated at a much higher rate that also adds a contribution to
the CCSS retirement program. The resulting monthly payment is a
300-400% monthly increase per individual. Included in this trickery
is the mandatory retirement contribution for everyone regardless of
age or ability to pay, and the individual’s retirement contributions
cannot be touched for 15 years. Most of us, will be at
retirement age when we begin this new reclassification, and will
probably be dead and buried before we are eligible to begin to
touch these added retirement contributions.

The re-calculation will cost reclassified individuals thousands
additionally each year. Many of us are on fixed incomes and would
be fiscally unable to cover these new payments. 

There has been a huge uproar as the rest of the government is
internationally promoting expat residency here. As a result of
reclassification, prospective residents (and even settled Costa Rica
expat residents) are abandoning their interest in retiring here and
going elsewhere. It becomes a classic case of the left hand and the
right hand having conflicting goals and it is certainly not achieving
the desired result. Negotiations are underway between
government departments and the private sector. Hopefully in due
time it will be resolved with a solution acceptable to all parties.
These negotiations always take time and require cooperative
parties willing to negotiate, which so far is not the case.

For anyone considering an ‘upgrade’ or change of their status, say
from resident to permanent resident, your editor recommends

Alex Reyes Montoya and
his wife Rebe Salazar

Chasing colones

Unite Now! Organized
Neighborhood Watch
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giving careful consideration to postponing any action until this
reclassification issue can be sorted out. We will try to alert you to
any changes to this situation.

Bank Phone Scam Targets Seniors

Several phone scams are underway in Costa Rica targeting seniors
and their bank accounts. Many are actually being run by career
criminals from their prison cells.

You can best avoid becoming a victim by remembering to NEVER
give your bank account number or personal information to anyone
over the phone. Your Costa Rica bank will NEVER ask for account
numbers or personal information over the phone or online. Do not
give it to anyone unless you are at the bank, no matter how
convincing they may seem. They may already have some of your
personal information when they call, but don’t be fooled. Hang
up and call your bank or the OIJ with as much information as you
can provide. 

COVID-19 Omicron

FYI--There currently is no COVID booster vaccine containing
protection against the Omicron variant for anyone in Costa Rica and
there is no discussion about making one available. We will benefit
from the onset of the dry season when people are mostly outside,
but nevertheless keep your mask handy for use in enclosed and
crowded places. and please be careful as COIVID is still out there.

End-of-the-Year Reminder

There are lots of ways to spend your money at the end of the year
and not all of them involve gift buying. Aguinaldo, the required
year-end “bonus” of one-month’s salary is due for all employees on
the 1st of December. (Employees can be defined for this purpose as
anyone who works for you on a regular basis that does not have
their own business.) To figure the aguinaldo amount: multiply
whatever you pay them per week times 52 and divide by 12. If they
haven’t yet worked for you for a full year, prorate the number of
weeks and months.

Marchamo, your annual national automobile road
insurance/permit is due by the end of the year. (Word is that
marchamo fees have risen appreciably over last year.) It can be
paid at banks, INS offices, online and at other locations.
(Remember, many offices and banks close for all or part of the last
two weeks of the year.)

Property taxes are due to be paid at your local municipal office
before the end of the first quarter. Avoid the lines and pay after 31
January. Many municipalities offer discounts for trash pick up if you
pay for the entire year in advance.

Corporation taxes (both active and inactive) are due to be paid

Lightly used dog bed
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by 31 January. Pay at BCR.

La Sele in the World Cup

Held every four years, the futbol (soccer) World Cup begins this
weekend in Qatar and runs through 8 December. Tiny Costa Rica’s
team, La Sele (the Selection), has qualified and will
be participating. Although heavy underdogs to make it out of their
bracket, this country will go crazy when they play a match. Due to
the time difference, it is unlikely that the country will virtually shut
down when the team is on the field as it has in past World Cups.
However, don’t be surprised to hear loud cheers in your
neighborhood when La Sele scores a goal.

“Un clavo saca a otro clavo”
Literal meaning: one nail pulls out another nail.

Meaning: someone new will make you forget the old one.

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing contributions.
Isabel teaches Spanish and does translations.

Find out more about Isabel on the QuePasaGrecia website.

To those celebrating this week, Happy Thanksgiving,
D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

In front of the Grecia muni,
World Cup 2014

Contact us at: editorqpg@gmail.com
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