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San Juan de Sarchi (Tom)
September: 45.0 cms; 17.7 ins.
YTD:213.1cms; 83.9ins.

Note to Readers: The following section, U.S. Government Changes
Impacting Expats, is accurate at the time of writing, but may contain
information, conclusions, and/or suggestions with which some
readers may disagree, cause discomfort, or find objectionable. For
those individuals, we recommend that you finish your Que Pasa
Grecia update reading here and skip to the Costa Rican saying. For
the rest of our readers, we hope you find value in reading the section

below.

U.S. Government Changes Impacting Expats

Federal Government Shutdown - Without an extension of the debt
ceiling cap, the federal government shut down at midnight
September 31. Depending on how long the U.S. government is
unfunded, the impact on expats will be varied and probably become
more noticeable the more prolonged a shutdown we have. Social
Security benefits will still be paid, but the U.S. Embassy response to
assistance and communication for SSA issues and passports will be
cutback and you should expect delays. Call the U.S. Embassy U.S.

Citizen Services (2519-2000) for information and assistance.

When travelling to and from the U.S. during the shutdown,
remember air traffic controllers and TSA employees are being
required to work unpaid. During previous shutdowns employees
increasingly called in “sick” and flight boarding and flight delays were
experienced due to longer security wait times in. (Your editor could
find no statistics on increased flight safety issues related to

shortages of unpaid air-traffic controllers.)

Economically during shutdowns, U.S. citizens are less likely to travel
internationally and airlines can be expected to cut back on flights.
(We're uncertain if cruises will also be cancelled.) This means
reduced income for Costa Rica’s tourism industry and businesses
that serve it in an economic segment that is already depressed. The
U.S. government shutdown will have a negative economic impact on

the Costa Rica economy.

More Travel - ICE will be monitoring and photographing or scanning
all travelers outbound from the U.S. If you do not readily identify as
Caucasian, or you are traveling to a Latin American country, such as

Costa Rica, you may be stopped or contacted at a later date.

PREVENTION IS KEY.

Prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19)

'WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN AVOID TOUCHING your eyes, nose,
b with soap & water for at &mouth with unwashed hands.
s

y\n STAY HOME fyou e sick. Q COVER YOUR MOUTH & NOSE vith

CLEN & DISINFECTfrequenty ‘\ aissuearyour seve (ot your
fouched objcts & ur . Yo

( Ifyou have questions or want tolearn more, visit
\ ‘ww.pima.gov/covid19 or cll (520) 626-6016 !AS ﬁéﬁ“&lﬂs
| dditionalinfo & updates: HEALTH.ARIZONA.EDU 5

Our newest import - the latest

variant of COVID. There has

also been an uptick of upper
respiratory infections.

Caribe Sinfonico asks for your

support!

} (D+506 6482-7891

Treat yourself to a spa date,
you will thank yourself!
Heavenly!

NOW AVAILABLE - Gift
Certificates! What better way
to treat a Friend than with a
90-minute facial!

Great houses in Atenas at
every price point!
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Immigration - The U.S. has continued to threaten to deport Kilmar
Abrego Garcia to an African nation. A federal judge has temporarily
barred this action, but little is known about an ultimate outcome, but
such behavior does not bode well for U.S. immigrants, both illegal

and legal. Will we see more immigrants headed to Costa Rica?

Tariffs, Retirement Savings, and the Cost of Living - A U.S. appeals
court has ruled that many of the U.S. president’s tariffs are illegal.
The court is letting them stand temporarily until the Supreme Court
weighs in. It is unclear what SCOTUS will ultimately determine or
how the tariffs remaining in place for a bit longer will impact the

Costa Rica economy. Continue to stay tuned.

In September, the prime rate was lowered %%. It means for you that
interest rates credit cards may come down very slightly, but it will

generally have minimal to no impact on expats in Costa Rica.

Reminder: Costa Rica has instructed Correos to temporarily
suspend all shipments to the U.S. until the newly implemented tariffs
can be renegotiated. Until the situation is resolved, we will be unable
to send packages of any size, content, or value to the U.S. through
Correos Costa Rica. Note: while there has been no clarification, your
editor has checked sources and is reasonable certain the postal

prohibition does not effect incoming mail from the U.S.

Social Security - See mentions above.

Drug Interdiction or an Armed Conflict Nearby? - U.S. warships
have begun bombing suspected drug cartel boats off of the
Venezuelan coast without provocation or any legal cause and the
U.S. regime is making vague threats regarding Maduro and his
government. The U.S. Army is conducting joint maneuvers with the
Panamanian military near the Venezuelan border. Let’s watch this
situation and be alert to any escalation. If further escalation occurs,

itis likely to have an impact in some way on Costa Rica.

ONGOING PROBLEM
Your bank will NEVER call
asking for your private
information. Neither will Social
Security or the IRS. Don't get
duped! Better to hang up and
call your bank than to get your
accounts cleaned out.
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"Matar moscas a cafionazos."

Literal translation: Using a sledgehammer to kill a
fly.

English equivalent: Don’t overreact but react in a
measured and appropriate manner.

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing
contributions.

Be happy and grateful living in this beautiful country,
D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

Contact us at: editorgpg@gmail.com
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