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What’s New in Que Pasa Grecia

Since our last update, we have a recommendation for a plumber with
power Roto-Rooter equipment, and a recently expanded, now larger
macrobiotica (health food store) in Alajuela. There’s also contact info
for the Costa Rica bird-watching group. And the local buses are
operating again out of the old bus terminal in Grecia. We have new
real estate listings from Atenas realtors as well. Check it all out on
QPG.

Miscellaneous News
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Art Sale - Sadly, we acknowledge the sudden passing of Donaldo
Voelker, a long-time resident of Costa Rica. Don indicated that he
wanted his paintings sold to benefit the Costa Rica Humanitarian
Foundation, based in La Carpio district of San Jose. There will be a
sale of his work on November 18 and 19 in Grecia, with proceeds
going to benefit the foundation. See the Events page in

QuePasaGrecia for details.

Outbreak of Local Armed Robberies -There has been a flurry of
robberies, including armed home invasions of late in the Grecia area.
We're talking about masked men with guns and some mistreatment
of victims. For God'’s sake, be very alert and cautious. Set your

alarms, if you have them, and keep things locked and secure.

Scams - There are many scams being perpetrated, most of them too
sophisticated to describe. Rules number one and two: if it sounds
suspicious or if someone is asking for account or personal info on the
phone or online, run the other way. U.S. expats, be on the lookout for
one purporting to be from the US SCOTUS regarding Social Security.
It's not real.

2026 Marchamo Rates Up - For 2026, Marchamo rates will be going
up due to the plethora of accidents in 2025. The exact increases will
be available by 4 November. Marchamo, the basic national third-
party vehicle insurance and road repair fund payment can be paid

from now until 31 December.

OlJ Director Being Investigated - In spite of being strongly
defended by former president Laura Chinchilla, the current director
of Costa Rica’s FBI, the OlJ, is being investigated for corruption. It

seems to never end.

Cool, Wet Weather to Continue - The C.R. national weather service
says that the cool, wet weather we've been experiencing will
continue for a while. This past month again added significantly to our
annual rainfall totals, but we have still produced less rainfall than the
record year of 2024. Here's the October and YTD rainfall for El

Cajon de Grecia and San Juan de Sarchi. Thanks to Irina and Tom.

El Cajon de Grecia (Irina)
September: 69.2 cms; 27.2 ins.
YTD: 343.3cms; 135.2 ins.

San Juan de Sarchi (Tom)
September: 61.7 cms; 24.3 ins.
YTD: 274.8 cms; 108.2 ins.

Que Pasa offers articles on
local places to go, helpful
how-to's, and general
observations of life in the
Grecia/Sarchi area.
Click on the photo to visit
our site!

Art sale of Don Voelker's works
- see the Events section for
details.

LIVE MYSIC

BEER DESIGNER S
November 15th
3PM till 6PM

THE COSTA RICA

[.OUNGE LIZARDS

Great Music - November 15!

Costa Rica Bird Watching
Group wants YOU!

New Friends Lunch,
Wednesdays at noon, Los
Jardines Restaurant, near the
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Note to Readers: The following section, U.S. Government Changes
Impacting Expats, is accurate at the time of writing, but may contain
information, conclusions, and/or suggestions with which some
readers may disagree, cause discomfort, or find objectionable. For
those individuals, we recommend that you finish your Que Pasa
Grecia update reading here and skip to the Costa Rican saying. For
the rest of our readers, we hope you find value in reading the section

below.

U.S. Government Changes Impacting Expats

Federal Government Shutdown - We're still without a congressional
approval a debt ceiling extension for spending for next year, the
federal government shut down over five weeks ago. Depending on
how long the U.S. government is unfunded, the impact on expats will
be varied and probably become more noticeable the more prolonged
a shutdown we have. Social Security benefits are still being paid, but
the U.S. Embassy response to assistance and communication for SSA
issues and passports will be cutback and you should expect delays.
Call the U.S. Embassy U.S. Citizen Services (2519-2000) for

information and assistance.

Travel - As we suggested last update, travelling to and from the U.S.
during the shutdown air traffic controllers and TSA agents are not
being paid, and high percentage of U.S. flights are experiencing
delays. If you are traveling to, connecting through or coming from
the States, expect delays or cancellations during the shutdown.
More: ICE and HHS continue to monitor flight passengers in both
directions on international flights, which may negatively contribute

to inconvenience and delays.

Immigration - The DOJ, ICE, and HHS are actively involved in efforts
of mass deportation, and more than 170 U.S. citizens have also been
detained. Carry your passports and documents at all times and,
hopefully, that will be enough to prevent any discomfort, delays,

inconvenience, or confusion.

Tariffs, Retirement Savings, and the Cost of Living - SCOTUS has
begun reviewing an appeals court ruling that many of the U.S.
president’s tariffs are illegal. It remains unclear what SCOTUS will
ultimately determine or how the tariffs remaining in place for a bit
longer will impact the Costa Rica economy. Interest rates have been
reduced another % point, some tariffs on Chinese goods have been
reduced, and the stock markets are near record highs. However,
many costs for everyday items in the U.S. are headed up and there
are even rumors of a market crash coming. Who knows what will
happen, when, or how all of this will impact Costa Rica. Continue to

stay tuned.

courthouse in Grecia.

ALERTS Section, link located in
the main menu at the top of
every page in QuePasaGrecia.

PREVENTION IS KEY.

Prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19)

'WASH YOUR HANDS OFTEN AVOID TOUCHING your eyes, nose,
I with soap & water for at &mouth with unwashed hands.

least

y\n STAY HOME fyou e sick. Q COVER YOUR MOUTH & NOSE vith

CLEAN & DISINFECT fequenty ‘\ atissue oryoursleeve (natyour
e 3 mecin

Ifyou have questions or want to leam more, visit
@ Wi pima gocovi1 o call (520) 626-6016 [A\‘ | CAMES
Additional info & updates: HEALTH.ARIZONA.EDU .

There is also a big uptick
in upper respiratory infections.
Check your local farmacia for
flu and pneumonia shots.

Beautiful, sturdy, functional,
For Sale!

. b.Esthetics

Helistic Facial

Treat yourself to a spa date,
you will thank yourself!
Heavenly!

NOW AVAILABLE - Gift
Certificates! What better way

11/15/2025, 9:50 AM



Que Pasa Grecia Update #11, November 2025

Shipments to U.S. Update - Costa Rica Correos will now accept
outgoing mail and package to the U.S. However, the appropriate
export forms must accompany the mail or package. Incoming mail
from the U.S. is not affected.

Social Security - See mentions above.

Drug Interdiction or an Armed Conflict Nearby? - U.S. warships
housing 10,000 soldiers, sailors and marines have begun bombing
suspected drug cartel boats off of the Venezuelan coast without
provocation or any legal cause and the U.S. regime is making vague
threats regarding Maduro and his government. The CIA has been
instructed to begin covert operations in Venezuela. Let’s watch this
situation and be alert to any escalation. If further escalation occurs,

itis likely to have an impact, in some way, on Costa Rica.

Goodbye East Wing - Your editor realizes that this may have no
direct impact on us in Costa Rica, but he is discouraged and
concerned on many levels that the East Wing of the White House is

gone.

"Agua que no has de beber, déjala
correr.”

Literal translation: Water you are not going to drink,
let it run.

English equivalent: Just let go of what is unimportant
to you.

Thank you Isabel Arguello for your continuing
contributions.

For our U.S. readers, have a Happy Thanksgiving,
D. Davis, editor
Diane Cooner, webmaster

to treat a Friend than with a
90-minute facial!

JOURNEY
THROUGH THE
INFINITE
MIND

The Science and Spirituality of Dementia

e

i

KATYA'DE LUISA

Excellent study on the topic of
dementia. Katya will be
speaking on this soon at New
Friends lunch in Grecia. Click
on image to see her listing and
info on QPG.

Caribe Sinfénico asks for your
support!

N

Nononono. Aldair appears to
be having a relapse - very low
red cell count, anemia,
headache and other symptoms
related to his battle with
leukemia. Thank you to those
who have donated so far, he is
currently signed up for
numerous medical
appointments to see what the
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Contact us at: editorgpg@gmail.com

unsubscribe from this list

update subscription preferences

next actions will be. You can
help him and his family deal
with this by donating to our
GoFundMe fundraiser, just click
here or on the photo above.

Great houses in Atenas at
every price point!

ALERT)
'] PHONE sCapy

ONGOING PROBLEM
Your bank will NEVER call
asking for your private
information. Neither will Social
Security or the IRS. Don't get
duped! Better to hang up and
call your bank than to get your
accounts cleaned out.
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